
As marijuana has gotten the reputation of being natural and harmless

and therefore trapping more and more of our youth, more studies are

coming out of the opposite: revealing it's devastating effects in our

communities. 

Hello! I hope you had a great Thanksgiving. It is incredible that we are

embarking on the last month of 2024!

They all point to the fact that we must look at all the facts and statistics

and find out the truth for ourselves and not just believe anything we hear

or read. 

“Repeat a lie often enough and it becomes the truth.” That is

propaganda often attributed to Nazi, Joseph Goebbels. Knowing this will

keep you from falling into many traps. Learn to find out the truth and

facts for yourselves, not how often you hear something or who says it!

In the spirit of finding truths and shedding the myths; I came across the

article below that I thought you might also like to read and know about. 

And always remember:

Happy Holidays and  Happy New Year!

"In the long run, the most unpleasant truth is a safer companion than a

pleasant falsehood."

- Theodore Roosevelt

Throughout the Drug-Free World network there are thousands of individuals with

unique stories of partnership and how they made the program their own.

Above you can watch two of the many stories. These fellows have shown their

leadership in taking the program to new heights and making sure that they are

actually putting the program to good use.

Question: Cannabis use during adolescence and young adulthood can

bring on which of the following?

A- 39% higher likelihood of earning lower school grades

B- 50% reduced likelihood of earning a high school diploma

C- 28% lower likelihood of attending college or university

D- 31% lower likelihood of earning a college degree

Answer: All of the above.

A study, published in JAMA Pediatrics on October 7, entitled,

“Cannabis Use During Adolesence and Young Adulthood and

Academic Achievement,” found that marijuana use is associated with

the above and:

More than twice the likelihood of dropping out of high school

More than twice the likelihood of school absenteeism
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Myth: Smoking marijuana can’t affect an unborn child.

Fact: Yes, it does!

A 2019 study found that a gene linked to austism, DLGAP2, can change
in the sperm of men who use cannabis. This change in the gene’s DNA
could be passed down to future children, potentially raising their autism
risk.

In pregnant women, the THC inhaled or ingested does cross the
placenta and reaches the developing fetus. Studies have shown it can
cause neurological impairments that will last into adulthood. It has also
been connected to lower birth weights (an important health indicator for
newborn babies), lower muscle tone, tremors in newborns and can
impact the baby’s brain development.

Additionally: children, who were exposed to marijuana while in the
womb, generally have shown higher rates of difficulty in speech and
cognition, lower math scores, lower spelling scores and higher rates of
problems with focus and attention. 
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